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Dear Friends,
Most of us will be involved in some sort of journey over the Christmas period. Before Christmas you may find yourself needing to travel to deliver presents for friends and family. Closer to the day you might travel to spend Christmas with your relatives. If you are not travelling, the chances are that someone will make a journey to see you. 

The Christmas story itself involves a number of journeys. The first one is the journey that Mary and Joseph had to make from their home in Nazareth to Bethlehem where they had to register for the Roman census. That must have been a very hard journey for Mary in particular because, as we know, she was in the latter stages of her pregnancy. 

The second journey of the Christmas story is that of the Wise Men who travelled from the East to visit the new born King. They were foreigners who did not follow the Jewish religion. However, they were interested enough in searching for the baby Jesus because they had seen His star appear in the sky. Of course, they made a bit of a mistake because they assumed that Jesus would be born in a royal palace and so they visited King Herod in Jerusalem and asked to be introduced to the new born baby. Eventually, they did find their way to Bethlehem where they worshipped Jesus and gave him gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.

In a way the final journey in the Christmas story was caused by the Wise Men. When they visited King Herod he became alarmed at the prospect of a new king being born because he didn’t have a son and heir of his own. So, Herod  wanted  to find this new born baby because he was a threat to the king’s power. The bible tells us that Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus then had to flee in fear of their lives, seeking sanctuary in Egypt. 

So, you see, people have always travelled at Christmas. Some, like Mary and Joseph, travel for business reasons. They had  to go to Bethlehem because of the census. Others, like the Wise Men travelled out of curiosity, seeking to see somebody new and  find  out about him. Sadly, even more people in our world  find  themselves travelling as refugees to find a place of safety in another country.

So, this Christmas ,think about  those who are travelling. Think about those who have to travel because of business or work commitments. The world does not stop because it is Christmas and many people have to work on Christmas Day including doctors, nurses and members of the emergency services. We need  these people to travel at this time of year. Think also of those who travel bearing gifts. If you are travelling to see loved  ones, take care as you go. Of course, the Wise Men were really seeking the son of God and  I pray you might  have a similar journey this year. Finally, think about  those who travel in fear. Think about the millions of people who are refugees displaced from their home, perhaps separated from their families because of war. Is there any way in which we can help make these peoples' lives better this Christmas. Can we provide help and hospitality?

If you have to travel this Christmas, may God watch over you during your journey.
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Happy Christmas!
Chris Pritchard
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Minister of Hartford Methodist Church.

Christmas Services 2016
Sunday, 27th November at 10.30am. 




Advent 1

 Holy Communion and Gift Service led by Rev. Chris Pritchard.
The congregation provides gifts of toys and festive food to be distributed by the Cheshire Community Development Trust.
Sunday, 4th December at 10.30am. 




Advent 2

Morning  Service  led by Mrs Barbara Dent.
Sunday, 11th December at 10.30am. 




Advent 3

Morning Service led by Rev. Tim Simms.
Sunday, 18th December. 






Advent 4
Cafe Style Service at 10.30am led by Rev. Chris Pritchard.
Come and join us in this informal gathering  as we worship whilst enjoying a cup of coffee or tea together.
Carol Service at 6.30pm led by Rev. Chris Pritchard.
This will be a traditional, quiet and meditative service.

The church will be lit by candles. The collection will be in aid of "All We Can" (the Methodist Relief and Development Fund)  
Tea and mince pies will be served in the Church Hall afterwards.

Christmas Eve at 11.30pm.
Service of Holy Communion led by Rev. Chris Pritchard.
Christmas Day at 10.30am.

Joint Service  at Davenham Methodist Church (CW9 8JB) led by Rev. Chris Pritchard.
Sunday, 1st January 2017 at 2.00pm.
Carol Service at Little Budworth Methodist Church (CW6 9ER) led by Rev. Chris Pritchard.
A warm welcome is extended to everyone wishing to attend any or all of these services.
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Prayer Ministry

‘Be anxious for nothing, but, in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.'

                                                  Philippians Ch4 v6 (New King James Version).

As the people of Hartford Methodist Church, we wish to serve our community by praying for you.

Please let us know if we can serve your family through our ongoing prayer ministry.

Should you have a prayer request, please write it on the tear off slip, place it in an envelope for your privacy and post it through the letter box of the church hall (CW8 3AD.)
We will pray for your needs accordingly.

Be assured that there is no obligation to our Church on your part, but we would love to welcome you should you wish to join us for worship at any time.
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Dear Hartford Methodist Church Prayer Ministry,

Please pray for:

Thank you - your name, address and telephone number are optional.

I would like to speak to someone from the Church              YES / NO

Minister:
Rev. Chris Pritchard  
                                        Tel: 01606  44613
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Church information from :
Senior Steward : Mrs Margaret Soutar                              Tel : 01606 889593

Hall booking secretary : Mrs Theresa Cunningham        Tel : 01606 889721
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